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Course Description 
Music is a language that speaks to all… a language that many speak, and yet a language—the 
syntax of which—few people understand. In Music Theory we look and listen to great music, 
and we explore how it works. Music, just like language, is replete with meaning. By dissecting 
and analyzing music, we can study its effect on us by asking questions such as:

• What are the patterns—the vocabulary—that a particular composer uses, and how do they 
compare with and differ from other composers from various times in music history? 

• How do composers develop their ideas, and what compositional techniques are universally 
employed? 

• How do composers create expectations, and then fulfill them or frustrate them?  
Music Theory affords us the opportunity to dive into the score, behind the music, and search for 
organization and meaning. 

Competencies 
• Students will develop an understanding of the foundation elements of music—pitch and 

rhythm. 
• Students will demonstrate musical literacy (including treble and bass clefs) through 

comprehension of musical notation, terminology, and theory. 
• Students will be able to listen critically. 
• Students will be able to identify and notate intervals. 
• Students will be able to take melodic and rhythmic dictation.  
• Students will be able to sight-read. 
• Students will be able to improvise. 
• Students will analyze, perform, and compose pentatonic and modal music, and create a 

composition portfolio. 

Course Materials 
• Three ring binder (minimum 1½ inches)  
• Wirebound 1-Subject Notebook (or blank printer paper; hole punched) 
• Pencils 
• Manuscript Paper (wide staff recommended)  
• Course packet (provided by the instructor) 



Music Theory 4-Year Sequence  
Freshmen Year - Music Studies: Music Theory I  
Sophomore Year - Music Studies: Music Theory II 
Junior Year - AP Music Theory 
Senior Year - World Music Perspectives 

Expectations 
1) Students will be on time and seated with all materials by the time class begins.  
2) Students will come to class prepared. 
3) Students will be courteous and respectful of others and their environment / equipment. 
4) Students will actively participate. 
5) Students will use class time wisely. 

Policies & Procedures 

• When entering the piano lab, place all personal belongings in the designated area of the 
classroom. Take your binder, notebook, and pencils to your piano / computer station, 
leaving everything else behind.  

• Homework assignments are due in the basket as soon as you arrive. Late work will not be 
accepted.  

• All compositions must be submitted in two forms: 
o Draft on manuscript paper with edits 
o Final product engraved in Finale music software 

• In the event that you are absent, it is your responsibility to ask Mr. Brendler what you 
missed. If you missed a written assignment, it is your responsibility to obtain it the first 
day you are back in class. In addition, all pertinent information (i.e. daily objectives, 
assignments, and homework assigned) will also be put on our class website. 

• I will waive one unexcused homework assignment per semester, and drop your lowest 
proficiency quiz. 

• If you are not satisfied with the grade you earned on your sight-reading proficiency quiz 
you may retake the assessment in order to improve your score. Proficiency quizzes may 
not be retaken the same day the quiz is administered.  

• Students may only use pencil when writing on a score.  
• Water is the only item permitted in the classroom, and then only in designated areas. 

Food and gum are not prohibited in the classroom. No food or drink (including water) is 
allowed at the computers or the keyboards. 

• Cell phone use is strictly prohibited, unless authorized by the teacher. This is your 
warning. If your cell phone is out, it will be confiscated. 



Grading 

A student’s grade is a reflection of the following: 

Preparation & Participation – 10%  
10 points per class: 

• seated by the bell (1) 
• no phone use (2) 
• respectful of teacher/peers (3) 
• actively participating (4) 

Homework – 10%
Improvisations – 5% 
Listening Journal – 10% 
Proficiency Quizzes: Melodic / Rhythmic Dictations & Sight-Reading – 15%
Composition Projects (3 compositions each six weeks) – 30% 
Unit Test– 20% 
*Per district policy, a student’s final exam will count for 1/7 of the student’s semester grade.  

Great artists pursue perfection only to improve the level of their imperfection. 


